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Figure 1

Path of light through stereoscopic microscope
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The microscope may be equipped with a single pair of objec-
tives but usually a rotating nosepiece carrying two or three pairs
of objectives is used. An inclination joint allows tilting of the
microscope for the examination of solid material. The upper part
may be removed from the base by loosening a thumb screw. The
glass stage may be removed and the microscope placed directly
over material. Syracuse or other small dishes are convenient
specimen containers. A metal plate with one side white, the
other side black, or plastic plates, may be placed just under the
glass stage to provide a contrasting background. A mechanical
stage may be attached to the stage for the control of specimens
mounted on slides or in counting chambers.

Some steroscopic microscopes are mounted on a pivot over a
board for the examination of medium sized specimens. For the
greatest ranges required, some microscopes are mounted on ad-
justable arms with separate rack and pinion adjustments. This
mounting can be swung around to examine large specimens on
the table and in aquaria from different angles.

The prism housings which support the eyepieces are rotatable
and should be moved in or out until the distance between the
center of the lenses is the same as it is between the center of
the observer’s eyes. This is easily done by looking through the
microscope at exactly the right distance one sees the depth of
the specimen. When the two eyes of the observer are different
the left-hand eyepiece tube may be raised or lowered by turning
the knurled ring until the focus is the same for both eyes.

Transparent or semi-transparent materials are examined much
the same way as with the compound microscope. Light is reflect-
ed to them by means of a mirror. The concave mirror will concen-
trate more daylight, or light from a broad source, onto the speci-
men. With concentrated sources the plane mirror is useful. If in
doubt, try both. A piece of white paper placed on the mirror gives
a diffused light useful for some specimens.

For the examination of opaque materials it is desirable to have
a lamp designed for these instruments (See illustration Series
26, page 6). By turning the lens mount in or out, it is possible to
concentrate the light within the field examined by the various
objectives of the microscope. When the microscope is moved
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